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This report discusses the family of Hugh Knickerbocker and Rachel Schram.

Hugh and Rachel are mentioned in prior studies such as William Van Alstyne’s History of the
Knickerbockers (1908), and Isaac Hunting’s Little Nine Partners (1897).

This report discusses multiple historical records that were not available to Van Alstyne or Isaac
Hunting. These records allow us to correct the mistakes in prior studies, and to identify the true
descendants of Hugh Knickerbocker and Rachel Schram.

This report is not a beginner’s guide to the Knickerbockers. If you are just getting started, you

should get a copy of Van Alstyne’s History of the Knickerbocker Family. (You can download it
from knic.com.)

Background, Part 1: Five Men named Hugh Knickerbocker

The early Knickerbockers kept re-using the same first names. This makes it hard to trace men
named John Knickerbocker, because there were so many of them.

We are lucky that there were only a few Hugh Knickerbockers. Unfortunately they were
clustered among the descendants of Petrus Knickerbocker and his wife Margerie Bain.
Margerie’s father was Hugh Bain, which explains how this got started.
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Rachel Schram was the husband of |
Hugh Knickerbocker A. an I I I

. A
Philip James John P. Hugh
9 1755-1800 1759~ 1761-1845
m Maria Denius m Maria Cous m Rachel Schram

The man we label as Hugh
| —

Knickerbocker B was the son of James . c
. . . Sth . h * h *k h
KnleerbOCker' MOSt preVIous StUdIes } ?T(‘Sry?glj;n 17“9‘(:?868 179‘1)0182} AS’J'_‘/'eLQBry 1;;?882

Overlooked h iS existe nce. Th iS has m Sarah Rhea m Rebecca Stickle m Rachel Bain m Orentia Hart m1 Mary Ann Payne
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We will discuss Rachel Schram and Rebecca Stickle in more detail later in this report.
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Background, Part 2: Isaac Hunting’s Little Nine Partners

Isaac Hunting was an amateur historian from the Dutchess County NY area. He eventually
wrote a lengthy history of the area. Isaac Hunting was really more of a storyteller than a
historian. He provided very few references to back up his statements.

Here is what Isaac Hunting had to say, as part of a long, rambling paragraph:

From Isaac Hunting’s Little Nine Partners (1897)

... Peter, who married Margaret Bain ... had sons Philip, Lawrence, Peter, Benjamin, James,
John, Hugh and daughters Elizabeth and Margaret ...

... Hugh ... married Rachel Stickle and had sons, Peter, John, Valentine, Hugh, Frederick,
Benjamin, William, Henry and daughters Elisabeth, Mary, Margaret, Nancy and Adaline, thirteen
in all.

... James ... married Maria Dennis and are the parents of the late Jonas Knickerbocker of the
village.

Little Nine Partners completely overlooked the existence of Rachel Schram. Also overlooked
was the fact that James Knickerbocker had a son named Hugh.

Thus, Isaac Hunting inadvertently created a myth regarding Rachel Stickle.

Thanks to modern technology, records for Rebecca Stickle are easy to find. She was born in
February 1791/ 1792. Hugh’s oldest son, Peter, was born in 1788. It is therefore impossible
for Rachel Stickle to have been the mother of Hugh'’s children.

Church records show that Rebecca Stickle married a man named a man named “Hugh
Knickerbocker” in 1811. As shown in the family tree on page 1, this was a different Hugh
Knickerbocker.

Unfortunately, the marriage record has caused an interesting twist. Every major Internet
genealogy site has family trees that claim that Rachel Schram died before 1811. The early
death of Rachel Schram is another myth, apparently created to get Rachel out of the way.

Myth Number 1, that Rebecca Stickle married Hugh the son of Petrus, requires the creation of
myth Number 2, that Rachel Schram died before 1811.

Unfortunately the myth of Rebecca Stickle is deeply ingrained in many family trees.

This myth will probably live forever.
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Background, Part 3: William Van Alstyne’s History of the Knickerbockers

The most comprehensive genealogy of the early Knickerbockers was written by William Van
Alstyne, and published in multiple chapters in NYGB&R in 1908 and 1909.

Van Alstyne showed the following information for Hugh Knickerbocker:

From Van Alstyne’s History of the Knickerbockers (NYG&BR, January 1909)

The text in red italics was reported by Van Alstyne, but is incorrect

59. Hugh Knickerbocker

Hugh Knickerbocker (Petrus, Laurens, Harmen Jansen), bap. 30 Aug., 1761, at Linlithgo, N.Y.; m. 11 June,
1786, at Mount Ross, N.Y., Rachel Schram.

Children:

iv.
V.

Vi.

Vii.

viii.

Xi.
Xii.

Xiii.

Peter, b. 15 July, 1788; bap. at Rhinebeck, N.Y.; spon.: Friederick Stikkel and Elisabeth Humel.
Elizabeth, b. 8 April, 1790; bap. at Mount Ross; spon.: Anthony Crispell and Maria Schram.

Maria, b. 2 Jan., 1792; bap. at Mount Ross; spon.: John Knickerbocker and Maria Cous; m. 10 Jan.
1822, at Mount Ross, John M. Snyder. She lived and died near Mount Ross.

John, d. at Argyle, Washington Co., N.Y., leaving children.

Margaret or Marjory (Becki), b. 9 Jan., 1796; bap. at Mount Ross; spon.: the parents; m. 1 Aug., 1811,
at Mount Ross, John Robertson or Robbinson. She lived and died near Mount Ross.

Valentin, b. 25 Aug., 1798; bap. at Mount Ross; spon.: the parents; may have m. Hannah Wardwell.
They lived in Riga, Monroe Co., N.Y.

Nancy, b. 17 March, 1800; bap. at Mount Ross; spon.; Pieter Knickerbocker and Elisabeth Stickel.
Hugh, b. 22 July, 1802; bap. at Mount Ross; spon.: Hugh Rhea, Jr., and Christine Huyg.

Frederick, b. 8 Aug., 1804; bap. at Mount Ross; spon.: Frederick Stickle and Elisabeth Hummel.
Benjamin, b. 1806.

William.

Adaline.

Henry, b. 1813; d. in Milan, N.Y.; m. Ortentia Hart, b. 1808, in Milan, her mother's maiden Sanford.
Made his will 1 Feb., 1854; proved 6 March, 1854, and recorded at Poughkeepsie, N.Y.

Van Alstyne found baptism records for eight of the thirteen children. The baptism records
proved that Hugh Knickerbocker was married to Rachel Schram. This must have helped Van
Alstyne avoid the Little Nine Partners myth related to Rebecca Stickle.

Van Alstyne did not provide any explanation of how he identified the five children who lacked
baptism records. We will discuss the baptism records later.

Van Alstyne made two mistakes regarding the fate of Hugh'’s children. Van Alstyne referred to a
John Knickerbocker in Argyle, NY, and to a Henry Knickerbocker in Milan, NY. In reality, John
Knickerbocker in Argyle and Henry Knickerbocker in Milan were actually sons of John
Knickerbocker and Maria Cous. (This was illustrated in the family tree on page 1.)

The actual fate of Hugh'’s children will be discussed later.
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Sources of “New” Information

In the following pages, we will cite many references that Mr. Alstyne and Mr. Hunting never
found.

Examples of these new references include:

Biographies from Calhoun County, Michigan

Probate records in Genesee County, NY

Land records in Monroe County and Genesee County NY
Newspaper stories from Dutchess County NY

None of these actually represent “new” sources. This information was already sitting out there,
waiting to be found, when the prior studies were done.

However, we have a huge advantage, thanks to Familysearch, Ancestry, Google, e-Books, and
newspaper archives such as Fultonhistory.com.
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Starting Point:
William Knickerbocker, son of Hugh and Rachel

We will begin the story by discussing William Knickerbocker, who was one of the younger

children of Hugh and Rachel.

We are starting with William because he left many useful records. These records will set up the

rest of the story.

The 1850 census for Albion, N 02t f; v7d /;,./,/ £ ;»v % Lo L
. . u o rac ot AW v
Calhoun County, Michigan shows ey 2 AP T
a household headed by Wm v Jaa. € £l ‘ ‘
i 3 Ddai i 2.
Knickerbocker. ' P - | e

Also in the household is an 80 year old woman, Rachel Knickerbocker. This was the only
census appearance of the woman we know as Rachel Schram Knickerbocker. The fact that
Rachel spent her later years in Michigan may explain why she was overlooked by Dutchess

County historians such as Isaac Hunting.

Years later, brief biographies of William Knickerbocker appeared in two histories of Calhoun
County, Michigan. Each provides useful information about William, his parents, and his siblings:

WILLIAM M. KNICKERBOCKER.

The subject of this sketch elaims his d
from the Pine Plains branch of the family, where he was born, August 29, 1811,
being the twelfth of a family of thirteen children. His father, Hugh Konicker-
bocker, was born July 80, 1761, and his mother, Rachel Scram, December 1, 1769,
The parents were married June 11, 1786,  They were of the world’s poar, and
in eonsequencs William was thrown at su early age upon his own resources.  He
obtainod as good a common-school education as the times in which he lived and
his opportunitios afforded. TIn the fall of 1829 he went to the town of Elba,
Genesses county, in the same State, and engaged in farming, continuing the
business until the fall of 1835, when he came to Van Burea county, Michigan,
and located & farm, which he afterwards sold, and purchased his present location
on section 23, in the township of Albion. Returning to Genessce county imme-
distely after his last purchase, he was united in marrisge to Miss Harriet S,
Babeock, August 17, 1836,

History of Calhoun County, Michigan
(1877)

Portrait Biographical Album
of Calhoun County, Michigan
(1891)

William M. Knickerbocker was born August 29,
1811, on his father's farm in Dutchess County, N.
Y. Ile attended the common schools, and was very
well educated.  As the youthful age of twelve or
thirteen years, he became self supporting, going
out from his home to work on a farm, and in the
winter seasons he did chores for his board so that
he might attend school. He devoted much of his
earnings to the care of his father and mother. At
eighteen years of age, Mr. Knickerbocker went to”
Genesee County, N. Y., to take charge of the farm
and family of his deceased brother John,

The father of our subject was at one time
a prominent farmer, but he afterward became un-

fortunate in business.

His eldest son, Peter, served
with a troop of cavalry during the War of 1812,

The mother of our subject was Rachael (Scram)
Knickerbocker,

They died well
advanced in years, his death occurring in 1845, and
hiers in 1858. They were the parents of thirteen
children, all of whom grew to maturity, married
and reared families, all of whom are now deceased
except our subject.
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The specific details that were included in the biography are interesting. For example:

¢ Hugh and Rachel were among the world’s poor
Hugh was once prosperous, but then was unfortunate at business.
o ltis interesting that William told both biographers about his father’s problems.
These problems obviously had a memorable impact on William’s life.
¢ William moved to Genesee County at the age of 18, to help care for the family of his
brother John.
e William’s oldest brother was named Peter.
o Peter served in the war of 1812.

Each of these tidbits will be mentioned again later.

As described in the biographies, William spent time in western New York before moving to
Michigan.

Land records show that William was involved in several real estate transactions in New York.
These transactions included his brothers Benjamin, Valentine, and Henry. This will be
discussed later.

William and Harriet (Babcock) Knickerbocker had four children:
1. Daughter Harriet Eleanor died young.
2. Daughter Sarah Arabelle married Byron S. Nelson.
3. Daughter Jane Ellen married C.W. Dalrymple.
4. Son George moved to California and enlisted circa 1860. Came home in 1867, but then
moved to Kansas. Married and had two children.

We have used William to lay the foundation for the rest of the discussion. We will now shift our
attention to Hugh, Rachel, and the rest of the family.
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Hugh Knickerbocker, husband of Rachel Schram

Hugh Knickerbocker was a member of the fourth generation of Knickerbockers.

Harmen Janse “Knickerbocker” lived the latter part of his life in Red Generation

Hook, in Dutchess County. The area where he lived is now part of st Harman Janse
the city of Tivoli, NY. Harmen died in about 1714 and was probably m Lysbet Bogaert
buried in a family plot on a bluff overlooking the Hudson. |
Lawrence Knickerbocker also lived his adult life in the area near o LlaG\EIB\Q:??G%e
Tivoli. Lawrence was buried in the family plot, probably next to his m Maryke Dyckman
father (although his father's tombstone has never been found). |
3rd Petrus

Petrus Knickerbocker's movements are not as well documented as 1720-1783

m. Margerie Bain

his father and grandfather. Petrus apparently lived in both northern

Dutchess County and southern Columbia County.

4th Hugh
1761-1845

m Rachel Schram

More information about the first three generations can be found in
Van Alstyne.

In the 1800 & 1810 census, Hugh
was in the precinct of Northeast,
Dutchess County.

Livingston

Columbia £
Co NY

Taghkanic Copake

Gallatin
Ancram

Note that the map on the left shows
the modern border of North East, not
the borders that existed in 1800 and
1810.

Dutchess
Co NY

Salisbury

Pine Plains
(formed 1823)

North East

Sharon

Litchfield | (North East originally stretched from
CoCT Red Hook to the Connecticut border.
The townships of Milan and Pine
Plains were split off later.)

Amenia

At some point Hugh apparently also lived in Ancram. In early
1823, newspaper notices show that Hugh Knickerbocker of
Ancram was declared insolvent. Today we would say that he
went bankrupt.

. benefitof [ " ]
The newspaper notice does not provide enough detail to prove ¢M~m-~m ,,: n-na-;i

that this was Hugh, husband of Rachel. a7 1

N . _ _ "of Lnstughors, Jun. 25: Jokn Vas| M
However, William Knickerbocker’s biography said that (a) W’:&,{ -
Hugh was “unfortunate” at business, and (b) William was o Ll s

forced to become self-supporting at the age of 12 or 13. This
fits perfectly.
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(Hugh'’s financial problems might have been a factor in the decisions of six of his sons to head
westward.)

According to William’s biography, Hugh died in 1845.

Hugh’s tombstone has never been located.

Rachel Schram, wife of Hugh Knickerbocker

As already discussed, there has always been confusion about Rachel Schram.

Thanks to modern technology, the

marriage of Hugh Knickerbocker and $E. 7 { L/fy‘p e
Rachel Schram can be confirmed very Znell Noa c/a[ G A
easily, using church records available on

Ancestry.

The baptism records for Hugh’s children also confirm that his wife was Rachel Schram.

We have already shown census records showing that Rachel [Schram] Knickerbocker was alive
and well in 1850, living in Michigan. We have also shown a biography of William Knickerbocker
that stated that Rachel died in 1858.

Thus, despite the claims on many internet genealogy sites, there is no doubt that Rachel
Schram was the wife of Hugh Knickerbocker, and that she was still alive in the 1850’s.
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Identifying the Children of Hugh and Rachel

Hugh and Rachel reportedly had thirteen children. As already shown, Van Alstyne claimed to
be able to name all thirteen. However, he was missing baptism records for five of them.

The lack of baptism records is a concern that we need to discuss.

Van Alstyne did a tremendous amount of research on the first three generations of
Knickerbockers, and documented many of his sources. However, starting around the fourth
generation, Van Alstyne was less formal, and apparently was passing along anecdotes rather
than hard facts.

We have already mentioned two mistakes in the Van Alstyne history, regarding John
Knickerbocker in Argyle, and Henry Knickerbocker in Milan, who were not actually sons of Hugh
and Rachel.

Thus, we will take a moment and discuss our confidence in Van Alstyne’s list of children.

Here is Van Alstyne’s list of the children, with color coding to indicate whether there is
supporting evidence.

Baptism Other proof
% record? oflincage? Van Alstyne was missing baptism
eter ves ves records for John, Benjamin, William,

Elizabeth ves Adaline, and Henry.

Maria Yes

BT No e We have solid evidence linking John,
Margaret Yes Benjamin, William, and Henry to each
Valentine Yes Yes other, and to Peter and Valentine.

Nancy Yes

Hugh Yes (As described later, this is the John who
Frederick Yes lived in Elba, and the Henry who lived in
Benjamin Yes Riga. For these two sons, Van Alstyne
William Yes had the correct names, but the wrong
Adaline No No Iocations.)

Henry Yes

This analysis gives us confidence that Van Alstyne was correct regarding the names of at least
twelve of the children.

We lack data for only one of the children, Adeline.

For now, we have to accept Van Alstyne and Isaac Hunting’s claim, and assume that there
really was a daughter named Adaline.

(Unfortunately, all of Hugh’s daughters are very hard to trace.)
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Migrations of the sons of Hugh Knickerbocker and Rachel Schram

We are about to discuss the children of Hugh and Rachel. More specifically, we are going to
show many records for six of their sons.

Six of the sons were part of the
westward migration out of the
Hudson Valley.

New York State
Michigan

Genesee

Monroe

county | These six sons all wound up in the area between Riga,
Monroe County, and Elba, Genesee County.

Churchville
Riga

Genesee
County

Elba is 16 miles west of Riga, if we use 2017 boundaries
of the two towns.

The six brothers migrated in roughly in the following sequence. The timing is approximated,
based on land records.

John moved to Elba (1828)

Peter moved to Elba (1828)

William moved to Elba, and may also have lived briefly in Riga (1829-1834)
Valentine moved to Riga (1829)

Henry moved to Riga (before 1833)

Benjamin moved to Riga (before 1833)

ogrwWNE

The supporting evidence is shown as part of the discussion of each of the brothers.

10
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John Knickerbocker

As already shown, William Knickerbocker’s biography mentioned the death of his brother John.

In January, 1828, John bought land in Elba, New York.

Genesee County
Book 21, p 287

John died about a year and half later. He did not leave a will, but his probate notice is available

via Ancestry. Probate took place in March of 1830.

NOT Theretove, we do by these presents depute, constitute and appoint you, the

The probate court stidodous Fuichobachen. o

Jeten Mo, Hacichrerbeche tnot Mo Becttolpde . —8d-

appomted three people to ministrat of all and singular the goods, chattels and credits which were of the

administer the estate of said //'A«IL.K.Mau(M‘lﬁtuﬂllcl. ~ v dececased.
John Knickerbocker: Ann EN testimony ¥hereot,

Knickerbocker, Peter H. to be hereunto affixed.

Knickerbocker, and Asa itness Fhcnese Jus, .
Buttolph. tavia, thie Feawte ., __‘da

’”

thousand eight hundred and thirty

many years borne an honorable part in
v advancing the agricultural interests of this

share in promoting the growth of Albion Town-
ship, where he has a good farm on section 27, His
father was John II. Knickerbocker who was &
native of Dutchess County. N. Y. He was bred to

y of /_.’:‘)nn tele in the year of our Lo

»——and of our Independence the fifty /

county, and while doing so bas borne his ' For more information on John’s family, we turn to
another biography from Calhoun County, Michigan.
In this case the biography is for John’s son Myron.

We have caused the seal of office of our said Surrogate

Esquire, Surrogate of our said county, at
rd

#°

the life of a farmer, and in due time was married = Myron’s biography says that John and his wife Ann

to Ann Lloyd, who was likewise a native of Dutch- | Lloyd had eight children.

ess County. They continued to live in the State

of their birth until death called them hence, he John’s widow Ann was a head of household in both

dying October 2, 1829, at the age of thirty-ive b0 1830 and 1840 census, but those records do
not help us in trying to name all of the children of
years old. They were the parents of eight chil- John Knickerbocker and Ann Lond.

years, while yet in life’s prime; and her death
occurring April 8, 1847, when she was fifty-two

dren, of whom three are now living.

Our subject was the third of the family, and was
born May 8, 1822, at Pine DPlains, Dutchess
County, N. Y. e was only seven years old when
he had the sad misfortune to lose his father, who
had removed with his family to Genesee County,
N. Y. The mother continued to live on the home
farm until her death, and our subject made his
farm until her death,

11
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Ann Lloyd Knickerbocker died in 1847. Ann’s children later sold the farm of John
Knickerbocker. (The property description exactly matches the earlier deed from 1828.)

/
St ////////////

Genesee County
Book 75, p 132

This deed does not mention either John Knickerbocker or his widow Ann Lloyd. However, the
“party of the first part” appears to be a list of the children of John Knickerbocker and Ann Lloyd,
plus their spouses. The listis: Samuel Knickerbocker and his wife Matilda; Orlando Smiley and
his wife Eunice; Homer Waldo and his wife Mary Jane; Myron Knickerbocker; and Henry
Knickerbocker.

Thus we can be confident in the names of five of John’s children: Samuel, Myron, Henry,
Eunice, and Mary Jane.

This doesn't tell us anything about the fate of the other three children. Perhaps one or more of

them died young, or perhaps they had all moved out of state and were not available to be a
party to this sale.

12
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Peter H. Knickerbocker

N8/

Hugh and Rachel had a son Petrus, born on July 5
J/ZA:;I 1 &Wém,{éu -a.,o(ﬁ/u«é «m&[

15, 1788. The church record is shown here.

'&j¢u//6‘ %‘;a ~ 0—31»/& ul)aM%n—..‘C

= J/l /*«vﬁ”«-/a cf )
= K/n 4«" . . H H 1

/7/% T “,5/7,/,’ Peter H. Knickerbocker first shows up in census records in 1820 in

¢ ,,r i //"f/"é{, ..~ . Dutchess County, New York. Peter H. Knickerbocker was about 12

ek ,‘,/« Z« ' households away from John Knickerbocker and John’s neighbor, Asa

;":: 3 ,4', V’ Buttolph.

¢ %’n ; /(1 //

ekt ey The 1820 census includes Peter’s middle initial, which was “H.”

(‘( le \/4 l/rf‘() >
Ayovrl HFlaw Lecten)
/'ln ) f:/yu ol o
= Gl A Minichntaclerd
4?2%5};:;‘{;-4/

Peter H. Knickerbocker continued to use his middle initial for the rest of his life. For
Knickerbockers from Dutchess County, the middle initial helped differentiate men with the same
first name (i.e. Peter H. Knickerbocker vs Peter D. Knickerbocker). For our purposes, the
consistent use of the middle initial proves that each record below refers to the same person.

As shown in the previous section, Peter H. Knickerbocker was ——es e o pra
mentioned in the probate notice of John H. Knickerbocker. Feten )(c aichiols, ‘_/“l -
The probate hearing was in Elba NY, in March of 1830. FHEVST) PRSI NPGPSRpT FU S

Peter H. Nickerbacker was in the Elba census in 1830. (Peter was in

= -/ 3 s ’ o 3
| Sl SNk bter every Elba census from 1830 through 1870.)

Peter H. Knickerbocker became a @w‘iﬁ et %@/‘9’ M s //mr/m

. rd one thousand eight hundrcdnml i ) Brrwees /(”, /% /xm G
IandOWner in 1832 /NZ:,/I by 7 /%‘7 m o //r/ b /Iu 4// ///// //14 /1,, Q(é//ﬂ) %Z
I The }’ (I’,,, ’ ’I. 70 ([///}b/‘},lﬂuu wund- ’I/nn/ [/1”//;//%/ 20900 ;/r/ /// e’ ,,/ “ (4‘/,0
4 « 2 ,// / idie (e (ivod
4y, '4' Dy gpcodpul ledie //'%%“M’.;::.,’.;”m'/;’:/ i e d,
oy 555 f"” 3) and state of ol‘ llu: mcondjmn—WlTN SETH, that the said

in consideration of the sum of ) / b S5
ﬂ&% Wl tu oem'm hnnd pmd by the, i’nu( parly llemo of the second Aﬂ thc m” ”ﬂ 4 -
he h full 1 and paid, have granted, med aliened,

enfeofied. mnmed mﬁrmw nnd assured, and b_v (hm pw;mx do grant, bargnm sell, nllm lease, mreoﬂ‘ convey, co

Genesee County Book 25, p 302
BRIEF OF CLAIM FOR A WIDOW'S PENSION . . . .
After Peter died, his widow, Polly Knickerbocker of

Elba, applied for a military pension. This was based on
Peter H. Knickerbocker’s service in the War of 1812.

(Peter H. Knickerbocker of Elba, New York is the only “Peter Knickerbocker” in Fold3 records for
the war of 1812.)

13
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Af-w{ et As part of the pension process, Polly had to prove that she
e A, tf’f:”“ L ek emnnin had been married to Peter. She provided a copy of the
#4 .//m e 252 129, family bible.
/rj;&% . 7 <
v /JAQ’.’/;:’
fﬁ/f//z/“;y%}s‘é‘ ™ MT /gés A ‘oé'«zuép'éc Prver }4"--
47 f‘:‘j/‘;‘_f’““ me S 4ol 5> /788
/’r.u‘., Z‘»u.g/fef /4{/&; P2 /‘n—-.
7 /ﬁf“?/z“:;:i#:/g‘ s e The family bible shows that Peter H. Knickerbocker of Elba,
2;7% /.z‘r/& fortn 2 New York, was born on July 15, 1788.
[ / e 2rten Faaan
@;ﬁ" jg,::/,; Lrefo s e This exactly matches the birth date shown in the church
%WZM”QZ ‘; e onson e record at the beginning of this section.
‘t? s, ’ Sr2 8 )
%’d G,s..tzé& ot frrem—m |

Fal

To summarize the data for Peter H. Knickerbocker:

e Church records show that Hugh and Rachel had a son named Petrus, born on July 15,
1788.

e The family bible of Peter H. Knickerbocker of Elba, NY shows that he was born on July
15, 1788, which exactly matches the church record.

¢ William Knickerbocker’s biography shows that John Knickerbocker was the son of Hugh
and Rachel.

¢ In 1820, John Knickerbocker was living near Peter H. Knickerbocker in North East,
Dutchess County.

¢ |n 1830, the probate notice for John Knickerbocker of Elba, NY mentioned Peter H.
Knickerbocker of Elba.

¢ William Knickerbocker’s biography says that his brother Peter served in the War of 1812.
o The widow of Peter H. Knickerbocker of Elba applied for a military pension based on his
service in the war of 1812.

Thus, it is clear that Peter H. Knickerbocker was the son of Hugh and Rachel.

14
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Confusion with another Peter Knickerbocker

In the mid-1800’s, a man named Peter Knickerbocker was living in Potter County, PA. The Potter County
man was born about the same time as Peter H. Knickerbocker.

Unfortunately, these two men are often confused by users of Ancestry, Findagrave, etc.

As shown in the table below, Peter Knickerbocker in Potter County PA was born in Connecticut, and had
proven ties to Madison County NY.

Two Men named Peter Knickerbocker

Name Peter H. Knickerbocker Peter Knickerbocker
Parents Hugh Knickerbocker John Knickerbocker
and Rachel Schram and Lydia Jackson
Middle Initial “H” is shown in many records, No middle initial is ever shown in any record
including his brother’s probate notice (census records, land records, etc.)
Birth Location New York Connecticut
Birth July 15, 1788 about 1789
Death January 24, 1875 about 1879
Child’s birth Dutchess Co. NY Madison Co. NY
location (Hiram in 1813 and Lewis in 1815) (Melissa’s baptism record from 1820)
First Land . 1810, in Eaton, Madison Co, NY.
Purchase 1832, in Elba, New York (Bought land from John Knickerbocker.)

Census Entries

1820 North East, Dutchess Co, NY Eaton, Madison Co, NY
1830 Elba, Genesee Co, NY
1840 Potter Co, PA
1850
1860
1870
1875 died before the 1875 census Portville, Cattaraugus Co, NY
1. John Knickerbocker in Elba 1. Harley Knickerbocker in Potter Co PA.
Siblings 2. William Knickerbocker in Elba (First schoolteacher in Ayers Hill.)
who lived 3. Valentine Knickerbocker in Riga
Nearby 4. Henry Knickerbocker in Riga 2. Harmon Knickerbocker in Cattaraugus Co,
5. Benjamin Knickerbocker in Riga NY. (Postmaster in Lyndon.)
Served in Yes No

War of 18127

Peter Knickerbocker in Potter County, PA was the son of John Knickerbocker and Lydia Jackson. John
and Lydia will be the subject of an upcoming report.
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Benjamin Knickerbocker

We do not have any church records for Benjamin Knickerbocker. However, real estate
transactions provide strong circumstantial evidence that the Benjamin Knickerbocker who lived
in Riga, Monroe County, New York was the son of Hugh Knickerbocker and Rachel Schram.

Census records show a Benjamin Knickerbocker in Riga, Monroe County, NY, in both 1850 and
1855. He was born in about 1807. The 1855 census shows Dutchess County as his birth
location.

Based on the 1850 census, Benjamin and his wife had at least five children (Elizabeth, John,
Charles, Frederic, and Clarinda).

Benjamin’s son Frederick died in Allegan County, Michigan in 1915. Frederick’s death
certificate lists his mother’'s Mary’s maiden name as Palmer.

It is possible that Benjamin moved to Michigan late in life. If so, it had to be sometime after the
real estate transaction shown below.

Benjamin’s Connection to William Knickerbocker

In November, 1855, William

Knickerbocker and his wife Harriet - @his. @mlmtwre, S "“’“’%’jg "7 Lol ang

sold land in Riga New York to K WW? It e

Benjamin Knickerbocker of Riga, s “‘%W M“W/ %‘w’)/ Vg Syt i iai o7
R s por o O il e, . omiieiion o e o 000 e dont’

hand paid by

Monroe County, New York.
confessed and acknowledged, sold, remised, and quitcl , and by these

(Monroe Co, 125, p 285.) ;mfﬁm.?%:‘ W':‘ummqmwm o

The 1855 deed does not describe the relationship between Benjamin and William. If we only
had this single deed, we could entertain the notion that Benjamin and William might only be
cousins, rather than brothers. However, as shown below, this deed is part of sequence.
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Henry Knickerbocker

We do not have church records for Henry, but he was part of the sequence of real estate deals
that we have already mentioned.

In 1846, in Monroe County, is a deed that mentions Henry Knickerbocker and his wife Emily;
Benjamin Knickerbocker; Valentine Knickerbocker and his wife Hannah, and William M.
Knickerbocker:

This Indenture, made this sixteenth day of September in the
year of our Lord one thousand .eight hungm and forty six
Between Henry N. Knickerbocker and Emily his wife of the

Henry N. Knickerbocker
to

Benjamin Kaickerbocker
Monroe County

)
)
)
3
) Book 71, p 479

(warranty Deed) town of Riga in the County of Monroe and State of New York

of the first part, and Benjamin Knkckerbooker of the same .

PVALE NVAW, LUBUVY TADVOLLY SLUVIY VUT UOUWT Vi WD WAV AVew W wao
and being the same lot .of Jnd as was by deed bearing date the 9th day
,soaveyed. by:¥alambihetEnickerbocker and Hannah Knickerbocker to m.u-
"N, Knickerbocker and said William M, after conveyed hisshare o said
appurtenances, and all the estate, title and interest of the said pmu-
part therein, and the said Hemry N. and Emily do hereby oqnﬂnt

Aalivary havanf thav wara tha Tawfnl awnar Af tha nramisas’ ahava o

Henry Knickerbocker and his wife Emily Sly are in multiple census records, in Monroe County
towns that are all near Riga:

1850 and 1855 in Chili

1860 in Ogden

1865 in Riga

1875 and 1880 in Chili

Henry died in 1885. A brief obituary said he was struck by a train while walking near his farm.
Henry and Emily had four children. Daughter Mary was married to Edward Johns. Daughter

Ellen was married to William Cumine. The two sons, Edwin and Albert, apparently stayed single
throughout their lives.
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Valentine Knickerbocker

Valentine Knickerbocker bought land in Monroe County in 1829. (Monroe County, book 13, p

632). He was in Riga for the census in 1830, 1840, and 1850.

In 1851, he made his last real estate transaction in Monroe County. Valentine’s next census
record was in 1860, in Albion, Calhoun County, Michigan. Valentine died in 1867, and was
buried near his brother William.

Epcar KNICKERBOCKER died at his home in
New York early Sunday morning, November 20,

1904, of heart failure. Some information about Valentine can be found in
He was born in Riga, Monroe County, N. Y., the biography of his son Edgar. (Year Book of the

January 29, 1827, being the second son of Valen- -

tine and Hannah Wardwell Knickerbacker. His Holland Society of New York, 1905-)
bovhood was spent in Riga, Churchville and Cary-

ville. T . ©e

In the 1850 census, Valentine had 5 children living with him: Edgar, John, William, Velina, and
Albertus. His wife Hannah was gone. (A brief note in the Northern Christian Advocate says that

Hannah Knickerbocker of Riga died in April, 1850.) The oldest son was also gone.

Valentine Knickerbocker appears to have started the chain of real estate transactions that
connected him with his brothers.

Shown below is the 1833 deed that apparently started it all. This one involves Valentine,
William, and Henry.

Valentine aumm This Indenture made this ninth day of tom,‘;ﬁ‘
¥illiam M. Knickerbscker) hundred snd thirty three between Valemtine Kalekerbs

4 Knickerbacker his wife of the tewn of Riga in the (
and State of New York of the first part aad William M. Knickerbacker ap Heary
of the town of _ in the County of _ of the second part witnesseth Ahas th
part in consideration of the sum of one hundred and tweaty five de}

sold and by these presents do great and convey to the sald partys ef
heirs lﬂ"llll’l fﬁ that traot or paresl yl-i situate 10 to

Monroe County
Book 28, p 275
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Hugh Knickerbocker Junior

Hugh Junior was the son of Hugh - P LA 1908 — f
Senior and Rachel Schram. oL, . o % # .
Hugh Junior was born July 22, %27 —— %‘ Mosechat bactir - ~ ‘/2‘ 4@”/‘255{”’:, 7y
1802, and baptized on September £ it i e o St
11.

Based on census records, it appears that Hugh Jr. lived his entire life in Dutchess County.

Hugh Junior had several children. The children were in Dutchess County during the golden age
of newspapers. This allows us to confirm key details about the family of Hugh Junior, using
stories and obituaries are available on Fultonhistory.

We will show only one story about Hugh Junior. This is from the biography of Hugh Junior’s son
Edwin. The source is A Commemorative Biographical Review of Dutchess County, NY (1897).

EI)\\'I.\' I{Nl_('l-;!-'.lx‘l‘»{ Jt_'Klfl(.
771“”]‘ S.l‘\.'{,’r(l.} ::'Ilct’-lliwlb the homestead of
the family has been at Pine Plains, Dutchess
county, and here our subject’s grandfather,
The first is because it is the single most Hugh™ Knickerbocker, was born, and here he
i At (SRR followed farming for many vears, moving later
Comprehenswe descrlptlon of HUgh Junior’s life. to Northeast. He married a Miss Stickle, and
reared a family of six children:  Peter, Valen-
The second is to illustrate, again, that there is a lot of tine, John, Nancy, Hugh and William,
misinformation related to Hugh Knickerbocker.

We are showing this biography for two reasons.

Hugh Knickerbocker

There is an obvious problem with this biography: It S subje "]""']f‘t"“""'l‘f”"' o in 1301. and
; ] : “p passed his eacly life at Pme Plains, attending
describes Hugh Junior’'s grandmother as being a "Miss | |, " il bk of the neighborhood, later

Stickle.” Red flags should go up anytime a biographer  cngaging in farming there and at Northeast,

claims to know the maiden name of a woman, but and in the town of Stanford,
doesn’t’ know her first name. This is a sure sign of | STENE) .
e i 1=t Mis= Ma avne, of | Lh
pr0b|emS. il 1 hiad four wlddre ':l:r‘ W \‘:.m.‘ (N :I ",
wl Henrv, all thr resuidents of the tow |
We know from church records that Hugh Junior’s P e e i R
mother was Rachel Schram. wife Mr. Knickerbocker married Miss Elizabeth
Snuth, born in sy, a danehter f John
Sl well-known citizen of New | TSy
| r children were born of this union: Edwin
Jenme, Fanoie cwho marnied Edward Loons,
I 1Mieesneld, Mass wned MceClellan.

Regardless of those concerns, the above biography appears to accurately reflect the life of
Hugh Junior. The details are confirmed by census records and the obituaries of a couple of his
children.

We will offer one additional detail. Hugh Junior’s second wife was known as both Elizabeth
Smith and Elizabeth Moody. (This was apparently her second marriage, too.)
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Frederick

The baptism record for Frederic Knickerbacker, son of Hugh Knickerbacker and Rachel Schram,
is available on Ancestry. Frederic was born August 8, 1804.

Frederick is hard to trace.

There is a Frederic Knickerbocker household in Spafford, Onondaga County in 1830, with a
male and female who are both age 20-29. This might be Frederic and a first wife (?).

In Oswego County there is a marriage record for Frederick Knickerbocker and Wealthan Loomis
in 1835. She was “of Cicero.” (The Oswego County line is just north of Cicero.)

In 1840 there is a Frederick F. Knickerbocker in Cicero. He was 30-39, but the female in the
house was 20-29. There was one male under 5. Could this be Frederic, a second wife, and a
son?

In 1850, F. Knickerbocker (age 46) was in Chenango, Broome County, with Ann Knickerbocker
(age 36) and Addison Knickerbocker (age 14), plus a 17 year old named Adelia Loomis. F
Knickerbocker was a hotel keeper, but his birth location is shown as Connecticut.

More research is needed.

Daughters of Hugh and Rachel

Van Alstyne shows three daughters of Hugh Knickerbocker and Rachel Schram:
o Elizabeth, who was born April 8, 1790.
e Maria, who was born January 2, 1792.
e Adaline, whose birth date is unknown.

Unfortunately all three of these daughters represent brick walls. There is no sign of any of them
in any of the records discussed here, such as histories of Dutchess County, Monroe County,
Genesee County, or Calhoun County Michigan.

The families of Dutchess County were pretty well documented by early historians. The fact that
none of the three daughters are ever mentioned suggests that they married and then quickly left
Dutchess County as part of the westward migrations.

Unfortunately it is hard to be optimistic about our ability to break through the brick walls related
to the three daughters of Hugh and Rachel.
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This page is in support of the ongoing effort
to identify every Knickerbocker in the 1850 census

Knickerbockers in the 1850 Census:
Descendants of Hugh Knickerbocker & Rachel Schram

Generation Name Location in 1850 Last Known Location Marriage(s)
Lawrence 1684-1766 Deceased Tivoli, Dutchess Co, NY Maryke Dyckman
3 Petrus 1720-1783 Columbia Co, NY Margerie Bain
4 Hugh 1761-1845 Dutchess Co, NY Rachel Schram
5 Peter H. 1788-1875 Elba, Genesee Co, NY Elba, Genesee Co, NY Polly Mary Myers
Jonas 1810- Deceased? unknown
Hiram 1813-1894  Elba, Genesee Co, NY Ruamy Brown
Lewis 1815-1895 Shelby, Orleans Co, NY Betsey Cole
5 John 1793-1829 Deceased Elba, Genesee Co, NY Ann Lloyd
Samuel 1820-1903 Comstock, Kalamazoo, Mi Richalnd, Kalamazoo, Ml Matilda Whitney
Myron 1822-1896 Zast?‘gfr‘éri?)”esee €0, NY' Albion, Cathoun Co, MI Sarah Waldo
Henry 1825-1891 Batavia, Genesee Co, NY
5 Valentine 1797-1867 Riga, Monroe Co, NY Hanna Wardell
5 Hugh the 2" 1802-1882 Stanford, Dutchess Co, NY  Stanford, Dutchess Co, NY m; hEAIziazrz)a/b?artw gr?i/trt:e
5 Frederick 1804- Unknown Unknown Unknown
5 Benjamin 1808- Riga, Monroe Co, NY Riga, Monroe Co, NY Mary Palmer
5 William Albion, Calhoun Co, Ml Harriet Babcock
5 Henry 1813-1885  Chili, Monroe Co, NY Chili, Monroe Co, NY Emily Sly

This is awork in progress
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