Frederick Knickerbocker, son of
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Bryan Knickerbocker
27 February 2019

This is an update on the family of Hugh Knickerbocker and Rachel Schram. A report from 2017
discussed Hugh and Rachel in great detail, but failed to resolve the fate of one of their sons,
Frederick.

This report focuses on Frederick Knickerbocker.

Unfortunately there are few, if any, living descendants of Frederick Knickerbocker.

Background:
Knickerbocker Lake in Van Buren County, Michigan

Van Buren County is on the shores of Lake Michigan.

In the southern portion of the county is Knickerbocker Lake. As we will discuss, the lake was
named after an early resident, Frederick Knickerbocker, who owned part of the lake in the early
1800’s.
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Most of this report is focused on the life and family of Frederick Knickerbocker. However, we
need to set the scene by discussing Frederick’s brother, William.
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Starting Point:
William Knickerbocker, son of Hugh and Rachel

We will start by discussing William Knickerbocker, the son of Hugh and Rachel. It turns out that
William’s travels can help us connect Franklin to the rest of the family.

William Knickerbocker’s life was well documented.

WILLIAM M. KNICKERBOCKER.

The subject of this sketch claims his descent
from the Pine Plains branch of the family, where he was born, August 29, 1811,
being the twelfth of a family of thirteen children. His father, Hugh Knicker-
bocker, was born July 80, 1761, and his mother, Rachel Scram, December 1, 1769,
The parents were married June 11, 1786.  They were of the world’s poor, and
in eonsequence William was thrown at so early age upon his own resources.  He
obtainod as good a m-school education as the times in which he lived and
his opportunitios afforded. Tn the full of 1829 he went to the town of Elba,
Genesses county, in the same State, and engaged in farmivg, continuing the

We know from the History of Calhoun
County, Michigan (1877) that William
once lived in Elba, Genesee County, New
York.

William later moved to Van Buren County,
Michigan, and then to Calhoun County,

business until the fall of 1835, when he came to Van Burea county, Michigan, Michigan
and located & farm, which he afterwards sold, and purchased his present location
on section 23, in the township of Albion. Returning to Genessee county imme-

distely after his last purchase, he was united in marrisge to Miss Harriet S,

Babeock, August 17, 1836,

(As discussed in the Hugh Knickerbocker report, William helped to settle the estate of his
brother John Knickerbocker, who died at the age of 36 in Elba. John Knickerbocker’s death
must have been unexpected, since he didn’t leave a will. This line of Knickerbockers may have
had a health problem that led to sudden death.)

William Knickerbocker moved to Michigan
in the fall of 1835. He first moved to Van
Buren County.

Here is the description of one of William’s
purchases in Van Buren County.

William Knickerbocker’s land
A) The west half of the south east quarter of
Section 20 in Township four south, of
Range 15 west
B) The south east quarter of the south east quarter of
Section 20 in Township four south, of
Range 15 west
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Here are the descriptions of two lots that
William purchased. The significance of the
highlighted words will become clear soon.

William Knickerbocker might have purchased additional land in the area. However, we have not
bothered to do a rigorous search, because these two properties are sufficient for our purposes.
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Original Land Tracts in Van Buren County, Michigan

The book History of Van Buren County discusses the history of the original tracts in Van Buren
County.

A History of Van Buren County Michigan (1911)
Ranges 15 and 16 West in township Four South

Al .that portion of the cotinty of Van Buren designated by the

were combined, and became the town of United States survey as township four south in ranges fifteen and

Covingt sixteen west, be, and the same is hereby set off and organized into

ovington. a separate township by the name of Covington; and the first town-

ship meeting therein shall be held at the Keelerville postoffice in

“« . ” said township””® (Covington, which covered the present townships of

|_'|0W€V€r, the name “Covington” was very short Keeler and Hamilton, sank into oblivion, as did its sister township

lived. Ranges 15 and 16 Separated again, of Clincllx, tnd is not now even a memory save only to a few of the
becoming the townships of Hamilton and Keeler. s sl . 8%

Shown below is a portion of Hamilton Township from an 1860 map that is available on the
Library of Congress website. The map includes the original grid numbers of Range 15 West of
township Four South.

(The map shows the names of property owners, as of 1860. There are no Knickerbockers
shown on the map, because they had all left the area by 1840.)

Hamilton Township (map from 1860)

This section of the map shows the area
around Sections 20, 21, and 28.

| Kknickerbocker | The William Knickerbocker lots in

Lak . . )
ake Section 20 are outlined in red.
West half of
SE quarter of i A A
Section 20 Notice that Knickerbocker Lake is

SE quarter of nearby, in Section 21.
SE quarter of
Section 20 :
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Frederick Knickerbocker of Van Buren County, Michigan

We will now discuss Frederick Knickerbocker of Van Buren County Michigan.

Frederick Knickerbocker apparently bought and sold multiple properties in Michigan. He may
have been trying to make money as a land speculator. For our purposes here, we will focus on

two specific pieces of property.

In this book excerpt, Frederick is called “Mr.
Knickerbocker.” He died in 1835, before he
even finished building his cabin.

Mr. Knickerbocker was buried on the island in
the middle of what became known as
Knickerbocker Lake.

Frederick Knickerbocker of Onondaga County, NY,
bought two properties in Township 4 South on October
24" 1835.

The detailed descriptions of the properties are included
in this snapshot. We will return to these descriptions on
the next page.

TLLUSTRATIVE OF THE P1ONEERS AND THEIR TIMES

The first death was that of Mr. Knickerbocker, who with his
family located on the bank of the lake that bears his name in 1835.
He died as the result of exhaustion and exposure and the hard-
ships endured, within a few days after he had occupied his un-
finished pioneer cabin. The circumstances connected with this
death were peculiarly harrowing. Hearing of the matter, Robert
Nesbitt and Zebina Stearns went to the premises and found a most
distressful scene. The dead man lay in one corner of the floorless,
roofless shanty, while the weeping widow and children, gathered
around a smouldering fire in another corner of the hut, completed
a picture of utter wretchedness. Stearns at once started for Paw
Paw, some fourteen miles distant, and in due time returned with
Peter Gremps of that village and Elder Junia Warner, who
preached the funeral sermon. Mr. Gremps provided the coffin and
in accordance with the request of the dying man, he was buried on
the island in the lake which bears his name, and there his bones
still rest. After her husband’s decease, the widow returned to
her friends in the east.

When Frederick died, his wife was either pregnant, or had just given birth. Frederick’s
youngest son was born in Michigan in late 1835 or early 1836.
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As we will discuss later, one of Frederick’s sons
died in the Civil War. Frederick’s widow filed for
a pension. Her application stated that Fred
Knickerbocker died in December, 1835.

The lives of the early settlers were tough. In 1829, William Knickerbocker had helped deal with
the death of his brother John, at the age of 36. (See the report on Hugh Knickerbocker and
Rachel Schram.) William moved to Michigan. Soon thereafter, William helped bury his brother,

Frederick, at the age of 31.
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Frederick did not leave a will, but his probate files are available on Ancestry.

The value of Frederick’s land was insufficient to pay his debts. His creditors included a man in
Onondaga County.

Frederick Knickerbocker’s land was auctioned off to pay for his debts.
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Frederick Knickerbocker’s land
A) The north west quarter of

Here are the descriptions of Frederick Section 28 in Township four south, and

Knickerbocker's two lots that were auctioned B) The south east quarter of the south west quarter of
off after his death Section 21 in Town four south, of Range 15 west

Hamilton Township (map from 1860)

Frederick owned the southeast
corner of the southwest corner of
section 21, and therefore owned the

corner of lake.
Knickerbocker
Lak .
_— e We now return to the Library of
West half of o e : Congress map from 1860. This time
SE quarter of B e ! SE quarter of . .
i 1L . " — SW quarter of we have outlined the properties that

Section 20 5 oy .
Section 21 William bought, and the properties
SE quarter of : that were later auctioned off after

SE quarter of e NW quarter of ’ :
Section 20 Section 28 Frederick died.

William Frederick
Knickerbocker Knickerbocker

Thus: We have shown that William Knickerbocker of Genesee County NY, and Frederick
Knickerbocker of Onondaga County NY, each moved about 600 miles to Van Buren County
Michigan. They bought adjacent properties. This cannot be a coincidence.

The Frederick Knickerbocker who lived in Van Buren County must be the brother of William
Knickerbocker. Both men were sons of Hugh Knickerbocker and Rachel Schram.
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The Birth of Frederick Knickerbocker

The baptism record for Frederic Knickerbocker, son of Gallatin Church, Columbia County, NY

Hugh Knickerbocker and Rachel Schram, is available on _ soprems [

Ancestry.  fisttn Gl i
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Frederic was born August 8, 1804, and baptized on Tt §E —,j,wrfélziig/%wuﬂ év//»:“/d A
September 2, 1804. ! e e e

Angeline Kneeland, wife of Frederick Knickerbocker

Seven Centuries of the Kneeland Family
8y stillman Foster Kneeland (1897)

DESCENDANTS OF ASA KNEELAND. Fred married Angeline Kneeland sometime around 1829.

era o Angeline was the daughter of Asa Kneeland.
(Nos. 1676 TO 1699.)
e e

a1, Jamesh, Alesader®, William’, William*, A published history contains many details about the
Jokn, Jokns, Jokx*, James?, Alexandert). Third
son of Jonathan and Mary (Spencer) Kneeland, b. Kneelands

in 1774, at East Haddam, Conn.

Children of Asa and Hannah (Green) Kneeland.

Many of these old histories are unreliable, but, in this case,
D o e e ey key details can be confirmed.

four children; m. second, Daniel Southwick, of
Shullsburg, Wis., by whom she had three children.

1850 Census, White Oak Springs, Lafayette, Wisconsin

For example, in 1850, Angeline i e caerien g s gy iy
Southwick was in Shullsburg, D s it e\ || v St e |
Wisconsin, the same household | |sZzsz s daee Siritbuned?| 1/ 5 V- G2
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Kneeland. ] : N
1820 Census, Otisco, Onondaga County, New York Ange”ne’s father was Asa
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Frederick Knickerbocker and Angeline Kneeland’s marriage was probably in either Spafford or
Otisco in the late 1820’s.

In 1830, Fred was heading a 1830 Census, Spafford, Onondaga County, New York
household in Spafford, g e Pl : N—
Onondaga County. The  Fhattnce Huwidnboede ||| [ /! i : l e 1 broofromiind]
female in the house fits with

his wife Angeline.

1830 is Fred’s only appearance as the head of a household. (He died before the 1840 census.)
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Two Frederick Knickerbockers in Onondaga County

We will pause briefly to discuss the fact that there were two different Frederick Knickerbockers
who lived in Onondaga County.

Fred #1 was in Spafford, Onondaga County in the 1830 census. The household had a male

and female who are both age 20-29. Fred #1 appears to have left Onondaga County before
1840.

We are now confident that Fred #1 is the man who moved to Van Buren County, Michigan.

Fred #2 had married Wealthan Loomis of Cicero, Onondaga County, in 1835. Fred was in
Cicero, Onondaga County in the 1840 census. Fred later helped fund the local burial ground,
where members of the Loomis family are buried. In 1850, F. Knickerbocker (age 46) was in
Chenango, Broome County, with Ann Knickerbocker and Addison Knickerbocker (age 14), plus
a teenager named Adelia Loomis (which fits the name of a sister of Wealthan Loomis). In 1850,
F. Knickerbocker was a hotel keeper. His birth location is shown as Connecticut.

We can't yet identify Fred #2.



Frederick Knickerbocker, son of Hugh Knickerbocker & Rachel Schram

The Descendants of Frederick Knickerbocker

Angeline Southwick, the widow of Frederick Knickerbocker, died in Missouri in 1888, and left a
detailed will.
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We will discuss the Knickerbocker children in the order of their deaths.

Frederick Knickerbocker
Son of Hugh Knickerbocker

Harmen Janse

Lawrence

Petrus

|
Hugh Knickerbocker

1761-1845

m Rachel Schram

Frederick Knickerbocker
1804-1835
m Angeline Kneeland

Charles George Frank Frederick
1831-1912 1831-1864  1834-1909 1836-1926
m Mary MNU never married never married m Arabella Bradford
Edith Harry Mary Ethel Edgar Harriet
1861-1946 1869-1936 1873 - 1861-1936 1867-1941
m William Addoms  m Lillie May Davis ~ m Wilbur Weston never married? m Eugene Miller
no children? no children?
3 Children 1 Child

Ethyl
William

Andrew

Francis

It appears these family lines had more than their share of poor health and/ or bad luck. (For
example, William Knickerbocker buried two of his older brothers, and all four of his own
children.)

It appears that there are zero living male Knickerbockers descended from these lines.

In fact, it appears that there are very few living descendants, male or female, of either Frederick
Knickerbocker or his brother William.
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George Knickerbocker (1832-1864), son of Frederick

George Knickerbocker was a soldier in the Union Army. He was killed during Sherman’s march
across Georgia.

George died near New Hope Church, just west of Atlanta.
After George’s death, his mother Angeline applied for a military pension. Her application is
available on Fold3. We have already shown the key excerpt from this application, where

Angeline named both of her husbands.

There are no living descendants of George Knickerbocker.

Frank Joseph Knickerbocker (1834-1909), son of Frederick

Frank Joseph Knickerbocker had some sort of serious health problem. He never married.
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Frank died in1909 in Milton, Van Buren County, lowa, where he was living with his half-sister.

There are no living descendants of Frank Joseph Knickerbocker.

Charles Knickerbocker (1831-1912), son of Frederick

Charles Knickerbocker’s wife was named Mary. They had three children: Edith, Harry, and
Mary Ethyl. Charles Knickerbocker moved to Colorado. He died and was buried in Rio Grande
County, Colorado.

Edith Knickerbocker (1861-1946) married William Addoms and remained in the Kansas City
area. Edith and William had several children. There might be living descendants of this
Addoms line.

Harry Knickerbocker (1869-1936) married Lillie May Davis and remained in the Kansas City
area. It appears that Harry and Lillie May never had children. Harry is buried in Kansas City.

Mary Ethyl Knickerbocker (1873 - ) married Wilbur Weston. They remained in the Kansas City
area. It appears that they never had any children.
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Frederick Knickerbocker Jr, (1936-1926), son of Frederick

Frederick Knickerbocker Junior married Arabella Bradford in Wisconsin. They moved to the
Kansas City area, and later to Hollywood, California. Frederick died and was buried in
Hollywood.

Frederick had two children, Edgar and Harriet.

Edgar Gerard Knickerbocker (1861-1936) apparently never married. He moved with his parents
to the Los Angeles area. He lived for a time with the family of his sister, Harriet. He died in Los
Angeles.

Harriet Knickerbocker (1867-1941) lived most of her life in California. She married Eugene
Miller (1864 - ) and had one son, Francis (b 20 Jun 1906). There might be living descendants of
this Miller line.
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